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Romeo and Juliet

Guided Reading Questions

Act I
Prologue

1. Give the place setting of the play. (2)

2. What genre of literature is the prologue, and how do you know this?
Scene 1

1. Who starts the fighting in the opening scene? (40-45)

2. Write down at least one example of an aside, including the page numbers.

3. How does Benvolio react to the fighting? (64-65)

4. How does Tybalt react? (66-72)

5. Why is the Prince fed up with the feud? (90-96)

6. What is the sentence he will give to anyone who disturbs the peace? (97-98)

7. What is the prince’s motivation for having so harsh a punishment?

8. What has Romeo been doing that is strange? (132-133,138, 148)

9. What is Romeo’s motivation for acting in this way?  In other words, why is he acting strange? (164-169)

10. What is Benvolio’s advice to Romeo? (227-228)

Scene 2

1. How old is Juliet? (9)

2. How long does Mr. Capulet want Juliet to wait before marrying? (10-11)

3. What is the purpose of Paris’ visit to her father? (12)

4. Is her father in favor of the idea? Why or why not? (13)

5. What is her father’s reply to Paris? (16-19, 29-31)

6. Why does Capulet’s servant have trouble delivering the invitations? (43-44)

7. Who helps the servant? (64)

8. What motivates Romeo to decide to crash the party? (103-104)

Scene 3

1. Does Lady Capulet agree with her husband on the idea of Juliet’s marriage? Give her reasons. (75-80)

2. What advice does she give Juliet? (81-82, 93-94)

3. Define analogy (look this up):  

4. What is the “cover” of the book Lady Capulet refers to?  Explain this analogy. (81-92)

5. What is Juliet’s attitude toward Paris? (97-99)

6. In which lines does the nurse flash back to something that happened earlier in life?
Scene 4

1. Explain the allusion Mercutio makes to Queen Mab his long monologue.

2. How is Romeo acting? (35-39)

3. What internal conflict does Romeo have? (In other words, what does Romeo fear?) (106-111)

Scene 5

1. How does Lord Capulet put his guests at ease? What does he joke about? (18-22)

2. How does Romeo react to his first sight of Juliet? (To what does he compare her?) (46, 48, 50, 55)

3. How does Tybalt recognize Romeo? (56)

4. What does Tybalt want to do? Why?  What is his motivation? (61)

5. What advice does Lord Capulet give Tybalt? (68-73)

6. What does Mr. Capulet say about Romeo? (69-71)

7. When they talk, what analogy do Romeo and Juliet use for each other? (96 & 99)

8. How does Romeo get a first kiss? A second? (105-109)

9. What does Romeo say when he learns of Juliet’s identity? (119-120).

10. What remark does Juliet make when she learns who Romeo is? (140-144)

11. How are Romeo and Juliet’s personalities alike? 

12. What characters seem headed for conflict in future scenes?  What foreshadowed this?
13. Two or more generations have been involved in the family feud. Does it seem more important to the older or the younger generations?

