Act III

Scene 1
1. Why is Benvolio concerned about the weather? (2-4)

2. What does Mercutio think of Benvolio? (5-10, sidenote 19, 12-14, 16-31)

3. What does Benvolio suggest to Mercutio and Tybalt? (51-54)

4. Why doesn’t Romeo take offense at Tybalt’s insult? (63-66, 69-73)

5. Who draws his sword first? (75-76)

6. Why does Mercutio involve himself in Romeo’s quarrel with Tybalt?

7. Why does Romeo change his mind about fighting? (116-117, 119, 124-131)
8. Explain Mercutio’s pun:  “Look for me tomorrow, and you shall find me a grave man.”

9. Should Romeo feel responsible for Mercutio’s death? Why or why not?

10. What warning does Benvolio give Romeo? (134-135)

11. How does Romeo describe himself after killing Tybalt? (138)

12. Who begs for revenge on Romeo? (178-183)

13. What argument does Lord Montague use to beg mercy for Romeo? (186-188)

14. What sentence does the Prince give Romeo? (188-189)

15. Explain the Prince’s remark “I have an interest in your hate’s proceeding. My blood for your rude brawls doth lie a bleeding.” (sidenote 191)

16. Explain how this scene is like the opening scene of Act I.

17. Romeo is exiled. Should he be upset about it? Explain.
18. Explain how Benvolio and Tybalt are character foils.

Act III

Guided Reading Questions

Scene 2

1. What is Juliet’s long soliloquy about? (1-34)
2. When the nurse returns with the ladder, who at first does Juliet think is dead? (45-51)

3. What oxymorons does Juliet use to describe Romeo?  (73-84)

4. What do these oxymorons show about Juliet’s feelings toward Romeo when she initially finds out he is responsible for Tybalt’s death?  

5. Is Juliet ultimately loyal to Tybalt or to Romeo? (97-99, 113-127)

6. Where is Romeo hiding? (141)

7. What does Juliet send to him? (142)

Scene 3

1. What is Romeo’s reaction to being banished? (12-14,17-23, 43-51)

2. How do you think Romeo should feel about the banishment? Explain.

3. What things does the friar tell him he should count as blessings? (25-28, 135-140)

4. Is Romeo being more reasonable or emotional?

5. What does Romeo threaten to do in lines 107-108?

6. What plan does Friar Lawrence propose? (145-154, )

7. Where will Romeo live? (169)

8. How will Romeo get news from the Friar? (169-171)

Scene 4

1. Who is calling on Lord Capulet? (8-9)

2. What makes him think she will agree to a wedding with Paris? (13-14)

3. What day is it now? (18)

4. On what day will she be married?  (20)

5. For who is Juliet’s sadness thought to be? 

6. What is Juliet doing while her father is socializing with Paris?

Scene 5

1. What is Romeo and Juliet’s first quarrel about? (11, 16)

2. What premonition of death does Juliet mention? (54-57)

3. Besides Tybalt’s death, why else does Lady Capulet think Juliet is sad? (80)

4. Besides the marriage, what is Lady Capulet’s “joyful news”? (88-93)

5. Explain the irony of the lines:

“Indeed I never shall be satisfied

With Romeo till I behold him-dead-

Is my poor heart”

6. When Juliet refuses to marry Paris, how do her parents react? List the things her father says to her. (141-168)

7. What warning does her father give Juliet? (162-163, 194-196)

8. What is the nurse’s advice? (219-227)

9. Why does Juliet lie to the nurse about going to confession?
