Grammar for High School					      Name ________________________________________
Sentence Composing Tools: Delayed Adjective (pages 18-21)
Notes
A delayed adjective is an adjective placed ___________________ the word described. 
Commas punctuate a delayed adjective—one comma if it occurs at the __________ of the sentence, __________ if earlier in the sentence. 
Sentences can contain single or multiple delayed adjectives or adjective phrases.

Example of a single delayed adjective: “People under the helicopter ducked down, afraid, as if they were 
  being visited by a plague or a god.” Barbara Kingsolver, Animal Dreams

Example of multiple delayed adjectives: “Each snowflake was different, Sister Zoe said, like a person, 
      irreplaceable and beautiful.” Julia Alvarez, “Snow”

Example of delayed adjective phrase: “A dog came bounding among us with a loud volley of barks, and 
leapt round us, wild with glee at finding so many human beings together. George Orwell, “A Hanging”


Practice 1: Matching (pages 18-19)

1. _____________          2. _____________          3. _____________          4. _____________          5. _____________

Practice 2: Unscrambling to Imitate (page 19)
Model: “They ate like men, ravenous and intent. Toni Morrison, Beloved

Unscrambled sentence: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

My imitation: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Practice 3: Combining to Imitate (page 19-20)
Model: “He forgot that his Lesser Warders were watching, afraid to interfere.” Stephen King, The Eyes of the Dragon

Combination: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My imitation: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Practice 4: Imitating (page 20)
1. Model: “Dumpster diving is outdoor work, often surprisingly pleasant.” Lars Eighner, “On Dumpster Diving”
    
My imitation:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




2. Model: “The baby’s eyes were the shape of watermelon seeds, very black and cut very precisely into her 
     small, solemn face.” Anne Tyler, Digging to America

My imitation:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Model: “I shivered as he tossed the feathered corpse of the dead chicken, limp as a cloth, into the back
    of the truck.” Barbara Kingsolver, Animal Dreams

My imitation:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Practice 5: Expanding (page 21)
 
1. The man toppled to one side, crumpled against the railing, __________________________________________________.

2. The spiders lie on their sides, _________________________________ and ____________________________________________ , 
     their legs drying in knots. 

3. He was twenty-six, dark-haired and ________________________, ________________________, __________________________ ,
 
     and ____________________________________________________. 

Creating
Write your own sentences without imitating models. You may look back at pages 18-21 for ideas and to check sentence structures. 

Write an original sentence with a single delayed adjective:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an original sentence with multiple delayed adjectives:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an original sentence with a delayed adjective phrase:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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