Problem Statement


In order to be successful in persuading an audience, you must make them realize why the problem matters.  Problem statements allow the audience to have a clear understanding of background of your topic, the implications of the injustice, the impact the injustice has on individuals including those in the audience, and potential solutions for the problem.  Consider the following questions when drafting your problem statement;

1. What does the audience already know about the topic?

2. What will I need to explicitly explain to my audience for them to understand the significance of the topic?

3. What terminology will I need to clarify in order to best understand the topic?

4. Why does this topic matter to me and to the audience?   
The problem statement should be crafted to include the following elements in order to effectively prepare the panel and audience for dialogue;

1.  Context --   who it affects, where the problem exists, how many people it affects, and how long it has been happening. Establish a general overview of the problem including basic research and statistics.  

2.  History / Literature – A general history behind the injustice is explained and the social arguments and reasoning against it are explained. 

3.  Contemporary Example -- A current example of the social injustice is given, including the SPECIFIC details about who, what, where, and possibly why. Establish the DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW of the issue of your panel members.
4.  Solution / Status Quo – Critique different solutions that are in place and/or establish alternative solutions that can be researched further.  Think about the consequences that could result from a lack of change.  

FINALLY:  Craft a shorter version (2-3 sentences) that will serve as a thesis or introduction to your panel.  

** This will be written and submitted by the group for a formative grade worth 30 points (credit / no credit).  Be prepared to revise based on teacher/group feedback.  


