
Causes & Effects in A Raisin in the Sun 

Directions: As we work through the play, take thorough notes in response to each of the following prompts for each 

act. 

1.  Consider and discuss the causes for character A’s choices or reactions to specific events and aspects of 

the play.  Think about the influence of socio-economic/Marxist, feminist, or psychoanalytic factors as you 

evaluate the causes for this character’s actions. 

 

2. Consider and discuss the effects of character A’s words and actions on other characters in the play.  Think 

about the influence of socio-economic/Marxist, feminist, or psychoanalytic factors as you evaluate this 

character’s effects, both long term and short term, on other family members. 

 

3. Consider the effects that the historical context has on the storyline within this drama.  Think about the 

influence of socio-economic/Marxist, feminist, or psychoanalytic factors as you evaluate the context’s 

effects, both long term and short term, on people of this era. 

 

4. Consider a major decision made by one of your characters.  Is this decision a revolutionary act that is 

unique to this character and his/her own motivations; or is the decision more reflective of the historical 

context? 
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